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Built on a greenield site on the outskirts of
Manosque, this new school is a striking addition
to an emerging new district. Its external face is a
colonnade of 280 unevenly spaced precast concrete
pillars, From within, its architecture evokes the
Roman and Mediterranean heritage of the area,
with a series of single-storey buildings enclosing
courtyards and play areas.

The international school has been built
primarily to provide education for the children of
staff working at ITER, an international project that
is currently building the world's largest experimental
nuclear fusion reactor. It also offers places to local
children who have good linguistic abilities and meet
other entry criteria. Its programme is structured
for a polyglot community, catering for children who
might only be at the school for a period of manths
during their parents’ short secondment ta the ITER
project and offering internationally recognised
qualifications.

Layout

Envisaged by the architects as “a monumental
temple of knowledge®, the school is laid out in a
series of more Intimate spaces. The columns that
surround the school invoke & sense of order and
peace. The main circulation routes are open to the
sky, and criss crossed by horizontal beams producing
strong patterns of light and shade. The aim has besn
to create a school open to the elements, in which
children can feel in harmony with the environment,

Separate buildings house the nursery, and the
primary and secondary school classrooms. There
are also separate blocks for the administration, art
studios and workshops, gymnasium and restaurant,
These are organised along two main “streets”
that cut across the site on the main axes. These
interior streets are conceived as agoras, places that
encourage interactions between all the nationalities
at the school.

Facilities

The school has the facilities to provide
education from nursery to upper secondary level.
The nursery has eight classrooms plus a guiet
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room for resting in the day and a room for phy:
education. The primary school has 14 classroc
The secondary school comprises 28 mainstn
classrooms and 15 scientiic and technolog
workshops and laboratories. The information ce
has six warkrooms. In the cultural hub, tk
are four visual art studios, two music rooms
amphitheatre and a multipurpose room. Thes
also a small boarding school and some apartm
for teachers.

Sustainability

The school has been designed to meet |
environmental standards. The buildings are »
protected to minimise heat loss, with reinfor
insulation in the walls and green roofs. Most ro
beneit from natural light and ventilation, and 1
are equipped with a system of stackable ename
aluminium blinds to regulate direct sunligh
double-flaw ventilation system is deployed in wi
to reduce heat loss,

The central heating system is powered |
wood beiler. This boller also supplies the hos
opposite the school and has the capacity to sy
the ather buildings currently being planned or wr
construction in the immediate neighbourhe
Solar collectors have been installed to heat
water used in boarding school, the restaurant
staff accommedation. The roof of the gymnasiu
covered by a photovoltaic membrane. It is estims
that this will produce around 55k'Wh a year, [ ]
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